
Very Short Prose: Preliminary Readings and Resources  

Anthologies 

Brian Clements and Jamey Dunham. An Introduction to the Prose Poem 

Grant Faulkner and Lynn Mundell. Nothing Short of 100: Selected Tales from 100 Word 

Story.org 

Lincoln Michel and Nadxieli Nieto. Tiny Crimes: Very Short Tales of Mystery and Murder 

Robert Shapard and James Thomas. Sudden Fiction: American Short-Short Stories 

---. Sudden Fiction International: Sixty Short-Short Stories 

James Thomas and Robert Scotellaro, New Micro: Exceptionally Short Fiction 

 

A Very Subjective and Incomplete List of Authors to Explore Further 

Jorge Luis Borges 

Lydia Davis 

Stuart Dybek 

Russell Edson 

Amy Hempel 

Franz Kafka 

Yasunari Kawabata 

Meg Pokrass 

David Schumate 

Ana María Shua 

Mathias Svalina 

Diane Williams 

Barry Yourgrau 



Writing Manuals 

Brian Kiteley. The 3 a.m. Epiphany: Writing Exercises That Transform Your Fiction 

---. The 4 a.m. Breakthrough: Unconventional Writing Exercises That Transform Your Fiction 

Anne Lamott. Bird by Bird 

Tara L. Masih. The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Writing Flash Fiction 

Gary L. McDowell and F. Daniel Rzicznek. The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Prose Poetry 

Dinty W. Moore. The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Writing Flash Nonfiction 

 


